Plain Talk

Volume 10, Issue 2

September, 2019

News and Views from the Eureka County Commissioners

EPA completes $20 million soil cleanup in Eureka
County Fact Sheet On Soil Handling Provides Guidance Going Forward

O

n July 8, 2019, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it
has completed the cleanup of residential and commercial properties in Eureka, Nevada. Since 2012, EPA removed more than 56,000 cubic yards of soil contaminated with arsenic and lead. Eureka’s lead smelting industry in the late 1800s
led to widespread soil contamination.
“The Eureka County Commission and county staff appreciate the diligence of
EPA, NDEP and their contractors during the cleanup project,” said County CommisResidential property was resion Chairman J.J. Goicoechea. “Now that EPA has completed the work, future
management has been completely turned over to Eureka County with NDEP coop- mediated by EPA to remove
contaminated soil.
eration.”
After EPA and the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) detected high levels of lead and arsenic in surface soils in 2012, EPA began a comprehensive assessment throughout Eureka, sampling 287 parcels in town. Over the course of six construction seasons, EPA cleaned up 183 properties, placed rock covers
over four historic smelter locations, replaced landscaping and installed fencing. The work cost $20 million.
“NDEP appreciates the collaborative relationship formed between the EPA, NDEP, and Eureka County to
make this project a success,” said Greg Lovato, NDEP Administrator. “The cleanup activities conducted by the
EPA and the future long-term management of the remedy by NDEP and Eureka County will reduce future exposure to lead and arsenic in this community
for generations.”
(Cleanup con nued on page 2)

County Selects Olcese To Haul Trash

Service Began August 1 Countywide

E

ureka County awarded an exclusive county-wide
franchise for household and commercial waste collection service to Olcese Waste Services. The Moundhousebased company began providing residential and commercial garbage collection services
in Eureka County on August 1.
Carts and containers were delivered to residential and commercial customers in July. All
residential customers received 96-gallon carts which must be on the street or at the curb
by 6 a.m. on collection day. Billing occurs on a quarterly basis for the next three months.
Garbage pickup is not mandatory. You may still haul your own garbage if you choose.
For more information, the Eureka portion of the Olcese website is: https://
olceseservices.com/olcese-waste-services-eureka-county-2/ . Olcese has a Eureka Facebook page: Olcese Waste Service Eureka County. “Like” it to receive updates on collection and service. To contact Olcese Waste Services, call 775/246-2710 or toll free
888/690-2709. ●

Olcese Waste Services acquired a new
truck to service Eureka County customers.
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Plain Talk
Commission OKs Fact Sheet for Eureka Smelter Lead and Arsenic Cleanup
Fact Sheet Is Guide to Cleanup Status of Properties and Soil Handling
On August 20, the County Commissioners approved the Eureka Smelter Lead and
Arsenic Cleanup Fact Sheet. The four page guide contains the history and accomplishments of the recent cleanup project. It has practical information for residents
whose properties were cleaned up—and for those who didn’t participate.
It also provides information for parents on free blood testing available from the
Clinic for children ages 0-18. Parents need to obtain an authorization form from
Public Works before making an appointment at the clinic for their children to be
tested for lead levels in the blood. Children are especially vulnerable to lead.
A map is available online via the Assessor’s GIS database to determine
which properties were cleaned up and the level of contamination of properties
that were tested.
The Fact Sheet will be available at County offices, the library, and through
the Eureka County School District. ●
The work at the Eureka
smelter sites included excavation and disposal
of contaminated soils at an on-site repository. In addition, EPA installed drainage controls and fencing
around one of the large slag piles, while NDEP and
Eureka County installed drainage controls and fencing
around a second large slag pile.
EPA worked closely with NDEP, Eureka County, and
the Nevada State Historic Preservation Office
(NSHPO) during the seven-year effort. Eureka County
and NDEP provided logistical and technical support,
while NSHPO ensured compliance with historic preservation requirements.
“On behalf of EPA staff and contractors, I’d like to
extend my gratitude to the community for their collaboration and patience as we worked together on this
enormous task,” said EPA Pacific Southwest Regional

(Cleanup con nued from page 1)

Administrator Mike Stoker. “Removing soil contaminated with heavy metals protects the health of Eureka residents.”
Institutional controls will be managed by both Eureka County and NDEP. The Institutional Control Plan,
which provides guidelines to help ensure properties
are not re-contaminated, was approved by the
Board of Eureka County Commissioners and NDEP.
A Fact Sheet, prepared by Eureka County and
NDEP, was approved by the County Commission in
August and will provide parents, property owners,
realtors, developers and others with essential information on the cleanup status of properties and on
how to manage soil. “The Fact Sheet and blood testing for children are part of our continuing commitment to public health and safety,” said Commissioner
Goicoechea. (see Fact Sheet article above) ●

EUREKA CANYON SUBDIVISION LOTS FOR SALE

61 development-ready lots in southern Eureka County, $2.50 per square foot
Views of the Diamond Mountain Range
Fully paved with municipal water & sewer, power, telephone, curbs, gutter and sidewalks
Located within the Townsite of Eureka; walk to the grocery store and bank
For more information, contact Eureka County Public Works:
775/237-5372 or email PublicWorks@EurekaCountyNV.gov
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Health Fair Set for September 20 in Eureka
Come Early for Lab Tests, Screenings, and Hot Dogs

O

n Friday September 20, the William Bee Ririe
Hospital (WBRH) and Eureka Health Clinic will host
the annual Eureka County Health Fair from 8 a.m. to
Noon at the Eureka Opera House.
Eureka County residents will receive discounted vouchers for lab tests, mammograms, bone
density tests, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm tests,
and ABI (Ankle Brachial Index) test to check for
peripheral artery disease, among others. These
vouchers provide highly discounted prices which
are not billed to insurance. Please note that the voucher
does not include the cost of reading the test or any
needed follow-up visits or tests. For a list of tests offered and costs, call the Eureka Clinic.
Free screenings for blood pressure, body mass index,
heart rate, etc. are available. Representatives from

MEDXAIRONE, American Medflight, Ely Chiropractic, Genesis Home Health, Economy Drug, Prominence Insurance,
Your Choice Behavioral, and others will participate in the
health fair. Free hot dogs will be served to the first
50 residents.
In September, the Hospital and Crescent Valley
Health Clinic will provide Crescent Valley area residents with discounted vouchers for lab work and
other tests at highly discounted prices not billed to
insurance. Lab work will be available at the Crescent Valley Clinic on October dates when a provider is
visiting. The provider schedule will be announced in late
September. Radiology tests will be available by appointment at WBRH by calling 775/289-3001 ext 241.
For more information, call Paula Carson at 775/2893001 ext 346 or email pcarson@wbrhely.org. ●
Page 3

Plain Talk
Blue sky and bounce
houses were part of
the fun of the Crescent
Valley Fun Days held
on August 17 to celebrate summer.

Telehealth Mental Health Services Available for County Residents
Your Choice Behavioral (YCB) is now oﬀering
mental health services to Eureka County residents. Telehealth services include mental
health assessments, individual and family therapy, psychiatric evalua ons, and medica on
management. YCB can help with anxiety, depression, anger management trauma, PTSD,
and more.
Clients should call YCB directly to set up appointments or get more informa on. YCB will
provide clients with a co-pay price (if there is
one). They have a sliding scale for cash pay for
clients without insurance.
Clients can connect using a smartphone, tab-

let or computer with internet connec on or opt to make an
appointment with YCB for the telehealth services at the Eureka Clinic. A er the appointment is made, YCB informs clinic staﬀ so they know when to expect the client and can ac vate the tele-med room for use. Crescent Valley area residents should discuss op ons for connec on when making
the YCB appointment.
YCB has oﬃces in Las Vegas and Elko in the event a client
needs an in-person appointment.
To sign up for services, complete the intake form at:
www.yourchoicebehavioral.com. YCB will contact you
to schedule services and payment. Or contact their oﬃce at
775-777-1099 or 702-538-9474 to sign up or for more informa on. ●
Eureka Restoration
Enterprise is pleased
to announce the opening of the Eureka
Pharmacy at 90 N.
Main Street. The public is invited to an
open house on September 20, 5-7 pm, to
see the building, meet
Economy Drug pharmacist Andy Bath, and
enjoy food, music and
wine in celebration of
the 140th anniversary
of the former bank
building.
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Shop Local Live Local Incentive Program Underway
Stamp Books Become Entries for Grand Finale Prizes
Shop Local! The Cooperative Extension and Eureka Business Network partnered in
March to build an incentive program to help local businesses of Eureka County. Now
going into our seventh month the program has really kicked off. The annual entries
are flying in to compete for the Grand Prize or the Second Place Prize. The Grand
Prize is a 2018 Side by Side and our Second Place is a $3000 Gift Certificate to
our Local Rawhide Sheds.
How to get in on these amazing prizes? Pick up a stamp book from Raines, Chevron or the Eureka Extension office. As
you shop at our local businesses get
your stamps. Once you have a filled
page stick a stamp on it and pop it in
the mail. We also have a change to our
stamp pages; it is no longer required to
get a Wild Stamp. If you receive a
Wild Stamp for attending a local event
you get an extra annual entry.
We would like to thank our sponsors
that helped make this program possible
Cooperative Extension Eureka, Eureka
Business Network, McEwen Mining, Kinross, Mt. Wheeler Power, Eureka County Recreation Board, Fiore Gold, Eureka
Gold Country Inn, AG Farm, Rawhide
Sheds, Eureka Saloon, and 5th Gear
Power Sports.
If you have questions or concerns,
please call us at 775-237-5326. We
look forward to seeing all of your entries. —Joelle MacKay, Cooperative
Extension ●

Shop Local Live Local Grand Prize
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County Fair and Rodeo 2019

Sentinel Museum Moments in Time
This well-traveled trunk journeyed
from Stella Province, Italy in 1905 with
J.B. Venturino (born 1882) when he emigrated from Italy to Eureka. Later, he
owned the Brown Hotel, now called the
Jackson House, where the trunk was
found in the 1970s. After more travels, it
was donated to the Museum in 2016 and
later identified as belonging to Mr.
Venturino by his daughter. Come see
this trunk and many more artifacts at
the Sentinel Museum, open Tuesday—
Saturday 8 am-noon and 1-5 pm.
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Reserve Your Booth Now !
Stop by the Opera House or
call 775/237-6006
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2019‐20 Events Calendar September— January
September 16‐21 — Eureka Art and Wine Festival sponsored by Eureka Restoration Enterprise
September 20 — Health Fair, Eureka Opera House, 8 am to noon
September 20 — Eureka Pharmacy Open House, 90 N. Main St. Eureka, 5‐7 pm
September 21 — Eureka Restoration Wine Walk, 2 pm at 180
September 21 — 5K Color Run, behind the Veteran’s park, 7 am — $20.00 (Irma Davila ‐ (775/ 318‐0488)
September 28 — Crescent Valley Rabies Clinic, Crescent Valley Fire Station, 10:00 am
October — Free Dump Days every Saturday in October (October 5, 12, 19, 26) Please see flyer in newsletter
October — Voucher lab work at Crescent Valley Clinic on October provider dates. Schedule available late Sept.
October 5 — Crescent Valley Golden Oldies Yard Sale 9 am‐1 pm & Spaghetti Feed 2‐4 pm at Community Center
November 15‐16 — Holiday Bazaar, Eureka Opera House
November 23‐24—Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot, Perdiz
December — Crescent Valley Parade of Lights, TBD
December 31 — Firemen’s New Year’s Eve Celebration, Eureka Opera House, 9 pm
January 17 — Eureka Shop Local Live Local Grand Finale

Eureka County Board of Commissioners
P.O. Box 677
Eureka, NV 89316

Presort
Standard Mail
U.S. Postage Paid
Eureka, Nevada
Permit #1601

Plain Talk
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER
EUREKA, NV 89316

